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WiCyS Mission
Build a strong, robust cybersecurity 

workforce by facilitating…

RECRUITMENT
RETENTION
ADVANCEMENT for women in the field
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www.wicys.org
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March 11 - 13, 2026
Gaylord National Harbor Resort and Convention Center  

(Washington DC area)

WiCyS 2026 Conference

April 22 – 23, 2026
WiCyS 2026 Virtual Conference



Program Committee

Conference Co-Chair (Program)
Dr. Ambareen Siraj, Founder WiCyS

Program Coordinator
Danielle Strimbu, WiCyS

Program Co-Leads
• Dr. Amani Altarawneh
• Basma Basem
• Deborah Kariuki
• Elizabeth Rasnick
• Jillian Seabrook
• Dr. Junia Valente
• Miranda Skar
• Dr. Priyam Biswas
• Dr. Smriti Bhatt
• Xiao Zhang

Supported by 
A Large Group 
of Reviewers!!Conference Co-Chair (Program Logistics)

Celeste Matarazzo, WiCyS





Call For Presenters (CFP) Timeline

Submissions Opened:
September 10, 2025

Submission Deadline: 
October 15, 2025
5:00 PM Central Time (CT)
*Student Posters Deadline:
December 15, 2025 at 5:00 PM CT

Notification of Status: 
December 3, 2025
*Student Posters Notification: January 12, 2026



● Technical Skill Building - technical skill development in all areas of cybersecurity and/or 
privacy

Example: A workshop on secure coding practices for AI-integrated applications.

● Research and Innovation with Emerging Techniques - scientific research addressing 
real-world cybersecurity challenges

Example: A study evaluating the effectiveness of biometric authentication against AI attacks.

● Tools, Trends, Perspectives, and Sector-specific applications - cybersecurity tools with 
specialized use cases across domains

Example: A threat modeling application tailored for healthcare providers.

● Education, Workforce Development and Community - all levels of cybersecurity 
education and training programs, strategies and initiatives for current and upcoming job 
demand

Example: A hands-on K-12 cybersecurity curriculum designed for after-school programs.

● Career Development, Advancement & Management - internships, apprenticeships and 
job search techniques, leadership, career development/growth, and personal wellness

Example: A hands-on session exploring job searching strategies using AI tools.

Call For Presenters (CFP) Tracks (Updated for 2026)



To request a mentoring session, email 
program@wicys.org.

The deadline to request a mentor is October 1, 2025.

If you are new to submitting a Call for Presenter or just need an extra 
dose of encouragement, please lean in on the WiCyS CFP mentors.

Call For Presenters (CFP) Mentor Program



Panels

Examples



• 5 Sessions available
• 45 minutes duration
• Maximum 3 panelists and 1 

moderator; minimum 2 panelists and 
1 moderator

• Panelists with different backgrounds 
and viewpoints on the topic

• Clear takeaways from the panel 
discussion

Panel Notes

• Moderator receives complimentary 
registration and does not receive Gaylord 
National Harbor Credit.

• Up to three panelists receive reduced rate 
conference registration ($300) and do not 
receive Gaylord National Harbor Credit.

• Only presenters in attendance will be listed for 
the session.



Birds of a Feather 
(BoaF)

Examples



• 5 Sessions available
• 45 minutes duration
• Maximum 2 presenters
• Must be interactive
• Must encourage audience 

interaction throughout the 
whole session

• The first listed presenter receives 
complimentary registration and does not 
receive Gaylord National Harbor Credit.

• Other listed presenter do not receive 
complimentary registration or Gaylord 
National Harbor Credit.

• Only presenters in attendance will be listed for 
the session.

Birds of a Feather 
(BoaF) Notes



Posters

Examples



Student Poster 
Competition

• Two categories: Undergraduate and 
Graduate

• First listed researcher and presenter 
must be a female student

• Can be about work-in-progress

Accepted poster presenters must become a student member to receive WiCyS conference scholarships 
(if they are not already a student member).

● The first listed student of accepted 
poster will receive an automatic 
scholarship with benefits.

● Additional students listed on a poster 
must apply for a scholarship to attend 
and there is no automatic scholarship.

● Submissions must be presented in 
person and the first listed presenter 
must be the lead presenter.



Some Past Poster Presenters



• Highlight major points of research/work
⚬ Why is the work important? 
⚬ What is the work about?
⚬ What approach is used?
⚬ What is the outcome/next steps?

Poster Session Notes



Workshops

Examples



• 14 Sessions available
• 1 hour 45 minutes duration
• Maximum 4 presenters
• Suitable for large audience >150
• Submission should state if attendees 

need to bring laptops
⚬ Any additional software needed 

must be noted in the submission

Workshop Notes 

• The first listed presenter receives 
complimentary registration and Gaylord 
National Harbor Credit.

• The second listed presenter receives 
complimentary registration and does not 
receive Gaylord National Harbor Credit.

• Other listed presenters receive early 
registration and do not receive complimentary 
registration or Gaylord National Harbor Credit.

• Only presenters in attendance will be listed for 
the session.



Lightning Talks

Examples



Lightning Talks Notes 

• 16 Sessions available 
• 2 sessions of 8
• Maximum of 5 minute 

presentation
• Maximum 1 presenter
• Great for new speakers
• Can be about work-in-progress

• The first listed presenter receives 
complimentary registration and does not 
receive Gaylord National Harbor Credit.



Presentations

Examples



Presentation  Notes 

• 30 Sessions available 
• 45 minutes duration
• Maximum 2 presenters
• Audience interaction is limited 

to 10 min Q&A

• The first listed presenter will receive 
complimentary registration and Gaylord 
National Harbor Credit.

• The second listed presenter receives 
complimentary registration and does not 
receive Gaylord National Harbor Credit.

• Only presenters in attendance will be listed for 
the session

• If accepted for Virtual Conference: first and 
second listed presenters receive complimentary 
virtual conference registration.



Top 10 Reasons to Submit to WiCyS CFP
1. Be seen and heard at the largest world stage that spotlights women in cybersecurity.

2. Showcase your talent/work at the conference that brings industry, government, and 

academia together.

3. Share with your community your knowledge/experiences.

4. Sharpen your skill as presenter.

5. Great venue for 1st timers and old timers!

6. Feel at home with your own community.

7. Inspire others like you.

8. Help to recruit, retain and advance more women in cybersecurity.

9. Help your community advance.

10. Because YOU need to be heard and seen!



Submission Selection Process

Submission 
reviewed by at 

least two 
reviewers.

Presenters can 
submit multiple 

proposals in 
different categories 

and tracks. 

Submissions will be 
peer reviewed with 

presenter name, 
email and 
affiliation 

anonymized.

Reviewers selected 
from WiCyS 

members who 
volunteer.

Reviewers submit 
reviews with 

scores using our 
CFP system.

Sub-committees 
meet to discuss 

submissions with 
respective 

co-leads, program 
committee and 

select 
recommendations.

Program 
committee 

leadership meets 
to discuss all TOP 
recommendations 

and finalize 
selections.

Presenters are 
notified and asked 

to register by 
deadline.



Selection Goals

Balance program portfolio 
across tracks and categories

No repeat of the same 
content from recent WiCyS 

conferences

Provide opportunities to 
presenters across different 

backgrounds and 
organizations

Quality is the topmost 
priority!!!



1. Content is relevant to cybersecurity/privacy or career-development in the area of 
cybersecurity/privacy.

2. Content is relevant to one of the tracks (Technical Skill Building; Research and Innovation with 
Emerging Techniques; Tools,Trends, Perspectives, and Sector-specific applications; Education, 
Workforce Development, and Community; Career Development, Advancement, and Management).

3. Content is technical (for technical topics) or thought provoking (for non-technical topics).
4. Content is timely.
5. Content is creative and innovative.
6. Content clearly addresses a problem or solution or both.
7. Content has clear take-aways or research outcomes for the audience.
8. Session is engaging for the attendees.
9. Abstract description is well articulated and provides a clear overview of the content.
10. Outline provides a good view of session content, activities, and outcomes.

Rubric



General Tips for Submissions
Relevant and Specific
● To topics in cybersecurity and privacy
● Matched to one or more tracks and tailored to the category
● To career development/advancement of cyber professionals
● Not everything needs to apply to females in cybersecurity
● No “vendor” pitch in proposal submission

○ Technology Showcase with tools demonstrations are offered by sponsors

To the point (Not lengthy)
● Describe specifically what the presentation will address
● Be within 250 words for overview/abstract (to be published in the conference program)
● Provide additional information about presentation outline (not published)
● Absolutely NO information about submitters(s)/presenter(s) identity (name or affiliation/association of 

institution/company) in the body of proposal; may talk about experience/qualifications

Written in Third-person
● Example: 

○ Don’t say:  I will talk about it
○ Do say:  This talk will present/discuss



CFP Submission Site Review

Timely
Innovative
Unique perspective
Engaging
Clear takeaways
Addresses a problem/challenge



CFP Webinar Panel

Linxi ZhangBetta Lyon Delsordo Heather Holliday Suzanne Dove



Submission through WiCyS CFP portal
(Deadline October 15, 2025 at 5 PM Central Time CT)
WiCyS 2026 Call For Presenters: 
https://www.wicys.org/events/wicys-2026/call-for-presenters 

Reminders

• Anyone can submit
• Review feedback provided
• Presenters must register by deadline
• Mentoring request is available until 

October 1, 2025 
• Accepted presenters must register by 

deadline



For more information, contact:
program@wicys.org

“Alone we are smart.

Together we are brilliant.” 

— Steven Anderson


